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cannot of course be sure that we are actually descended
from Caesar, Your Royal Highness. But I do know that my
family has held that belief for two thousand years.'
After my return to Berlin from Rome, I once again enjoyed
the hospitality of my dear friend, Professor Theodore Landau,
the gynaecologist, in whose home I had made many an
interesting acquaintance. This time the dinner-party included
the Landaus' friends and neighbours, Fritz Kreisler and his
charming and witty American wife. Music, like mathematics
or languages, is a gift which does not necessarily go hand
in hand with general intelligence or with that culture of the
soul whose foremost product is modesty and the absence of
affectation; but Kreisler ?s soul has many facets which reflect
the divine spark, Kreisler the man is as distinguished as
Kreisler the artist. A remarkably liberal education and a taste
for philosophy make his company and his conversation as
interesting as his music is unforgettable.
In 1925 I decided to try to induce a certain middle-aged
woman who had achieved international fame to write a
series of articles for us about the emancipation of women.
The subject interested her, but not sufficiently to induce
her to sacrifice any of her ordinary work in order to write
about it. So in this respect my plan did not materialize; but
it was not without profit for me, since it afforded me the oppor-
tunity of meeting her. I sat opposite her in Paris in the very
room in which she had repeatedly given the lie to the theory
that a woman is unable to scale the highest summits of human
thought.
The small, modern building in which this room was situ-
ated bore the name Institut du Radium, and the elderly
woman at the desk the name of Marie Curie*
Her voice was melodious, and her conversation well
conceived and well balanced, the conversation of a person
who thinks first and speaks afterwards.
She was of medium height and slenderly built, her dark
hair touched with grey, and was dressed in a black blouse